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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Draft Report on Meeting the Antipoverty Target in the Light of Increasing 

Household Costs

One of the primary goals of the Europe 2020 strategy was to reduce poverty by 20 million people by 2020. 
Contrary to these aspirations, the number of people a�ected by poverty or social exclusion rose between 2008 
and 2013 from 117 to 121 million in the EU Member States1.  The number of those severely materially deprived 
increased from 42 to 45 million, while the number of people at risk of poverty after social transfers increased 
from 82 to 86 million. This means that one in every six European citizens lives in poverty or at risk of poverty.

The lack of adequate heating and the outdated management of energy resources have a severe impact on 
this social class and in particular on children and the elderly. The EU has signi�cant untapped potentials for 
reducing the expenditures of poor households within already running projects supporting renewables or 
energy e�cient practices. 

More social commitment from the EU and the creation of a new European social pillar have long been 
unful�lled political aspirations that could bring the integration to a new level.  

To meet these ends, the EP, in its own-initiated report, suggested the linking of social- and energy policies. The 
key proposals of the report are that:

• the Member States should adopt an integrated framework which, by linking social- and energy policies 
more closely, could help combat energy poverty more e�ectively

• the Member States should sign up to a European winter heating disconnection moratorium

• the Member States should provide everyone with accessible adequate income support, including mi
nimum income above the poverty threshold throughout their life cycle

• the European Commission should, in line with its intention of creating a new social pillar, propose a 
framework on the desirable 2016 minimum income

• the European Commission should develop an EU-de�nition of energy poverty

• the European Commission should ease the use of cross-�nancing mechanisms especially between ESF 
and ERDF with regards to renewable or energy e�ciency projects targeting energy-poor households

The report, whose rapporteur is MEP Tamás Meszerics (Greens/EFA) will be debated by the 
European Parliament on its 14 April 2016 plenary session. 

Text of the report: http://bit.ly/energypovertyeu (pdf )

  1 Excluding Croatia which joined the EU in 2013; the date is valid for the 27 states that were members of the EU at the time of the
     conduction of the research 


